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3 .  Name 

hlstoric S t .  'stephen's Episcopal Church 

andlor common same 

2. Location 

-&number R ~ , , ~ P  667 - not for publication 

24551 x v i c i n i t y o f  city, town Forest 

state virsini& code county code 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public x occupied - - agriculture - museum 
2 L  building(s) L private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment 2 religious 
- object - in process 1~ yes: restricted - government - scientific 

b e i n g  considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
Trustees of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

name C/O duVal Radford 

street & number . 1 1 7 qau+h ~~i d a p  q t r P p +  
2 

ci t~, town Bedford - vicinity of Virsinia 24523 

5. Location of beaaR Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Circuit Court Clerk ' s Off ice, Bedf ord County Courthouse 

street & number East Main Street - 

city, town Bedford state Vira 

6. Represent ation in Existing Surveys 

title VHLC Bedf ord County Survey has this property been determined eligible? - yes - no 

date - federal JL state - county - local 

depository for survey records VHLC 

city, town Richmond State Virsinia 



Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
-good -ruins 2 altered -moved date n/a 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

S t .  Stephen 's  Episcopal  Church i s  l o c a t e d  on Bedford County's 
s c e n i c  Old F o r e s t  Road i n  t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of V i r g i n i a ' s  Western 
Piedmont. Erec ted  c.1844, it i s  a sma l l ,  temple-form s t r u c t u r e  
measuring approximately  36  f e e t  by 61 f e e t .  The one-s tory  
church,  wi th  a c e l l a r ,  i s  of b r i c k  and has wooden, Greek-Revival 
t r i m .  The s imple ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n t e r i o r  has  r e t a i n e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
box pews. With t h e  harmonious a d d i t i o n  of a twent ie th-cen tury  
P a r i s h  House and a d j u n c t  P a r i s h  House, t h e  church complex now 
forms an open cou r tya rd  bounded a t  t h e  r e a r  by i t s  p i c tu re sque  
graveyard which i s  a r e p o s i t o r y  of n ine t een th -  and 
twent ie th-cen tury  fune ra ry  forms. The nominated acreage  inc ludes  
one c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The church i s  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  f r o n t ,  
common bond w i t h  f i v e  r3ws of s t r e t c h e r s  a l t e r n a t i n g  wi th  one row 
of headers  on t h e  s i d e  and r e a r  w a l l s ,  and wi th  common bond 
founda t ions .  I t s  s tubby b r i c k s  measure approximately  6 1/2" by 2 
1 / 2 "  and a r e  about 3 "  t h i c k .  The s imple  wooden c o r n i c e  has  a 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  t h a t  o u t l i n e s  t h e  low-pitched pediment of t h e  
facade .  A wooden c r o s s  now caps  t h e  apex of t h e  pediment. The 
p r e s e n t  v e r t i c a l ,  narrow-board shea th ing  of t h e  pediment's 
i n t e r i o r  was probably i n s t a l l e d  i n  1898 when a s to rm blew i n  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  g a b l e .  The roof i s  now shea thed  i n  seamed t i n .  

The e n t r a n c e  of t h e  three-bay facade  i s  f l anked  by two 
triple-hung windows wi th  e i g h t  l i g h t s  i n  each sa sh .  Most of t h e  
g l a z i n g  seems t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The windows have f u n c t i s n i n g ,  
louvered s h u t t e r s  f a s t e n e d  by reverse-S ca t ches .  The two windows 
on each  of t h e  s i d e  bays a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of t h e  f r o n t .  Each 
l e a f  of t h e  double-door f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  has  f i v e  pane l s  above t h e  
lock r a i l  and two pane l s  below it. The r i m  l ocks  on t h e  f r o n t  
and s i d e  door s  have f o l d i n g  keys.  Above t h e  f r o n t  door i s  a 
transom wi th  r e c t i l i n e a r  t r a c e r y  and g l a z i n g  t h a t  i s  now pa in t ed  
whi te .  Above t h e  ,door and window openings a r e  wooden l i n t e l s  
w i t h  f l a n k i n g  p a t e r a e .  

(See Cont inua t ion  Sheet  # 1) 



Condition Check one Check one .- 
X - deteriorated - unaltered -original slte . > 

_x- excellent 
- good - rulns 2L altered -moved date 
- fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance i 
'I 

Se t  amidst t h e  r o l l i n &  Kestern Piedmont h i l l s  of Bedfora County's Fores t  a rea ,  
S t .  Stephen's  Episcopal  Church i s  a small  temple-form s t r u c t u r e  measuring approxi- 
mately 36 f e e t  by 61  f e e t .  This handsome b r i c k  church, with one s t o r y  over a c e l l a r ,  
i s  l a i d  ~ 5 t . h  Flemish bond on t,he f r o n t ,  comon bond with f i v e  rows of s t r e t c h e r s  
d t e r n a t i n g  '4 t .h  one row of hpaders on t h e  s i d e  and rea$ walls, and with co~mon 
bond foundations. Its stubby b r i c k s  measure approximately 6;" by 2$" and a r e  about 
3" t h i ck .  The wooden cornice,  a l b e i t  f a r  from bold,  i s  n ice ly  molded. A cont inuat ion  
o r  t he  cornice o u t l i ? ? s  t.he low-pitched pedixent, of t h e  facade which i s  capped by 
a wooden c ross  a t  i t s  apex. I n  1898, a v i o l e n t  storm blew i n  t h e  entrance gable  
and threa tened thereby t o  c l o s e  t h e  church. :<allying t h e i r  fo rces ,  t h e  congregation 
and friends.!i:anaged t o  rake  t.he necessary r e p a i r s .  It was probably then t h a t  t h e  
present  v e r t i c a l ,  narrow-board sheathing of t h e  p?dimentlS i n t e r i o r  took p lace .  
m,. : r o o  i s  now of seamed t i n .  

%e ent rance  of t h e  three-bay facade i s  f lanked by two tr iple-hung windows with 
e i c h t  l i ~ h t s  i n  each sash.  ::ost of t h e  g laz ing  seems t o  be  o r i g i n a l .  The windows 
have funct ioninp,  louvered s h u t t e r s  fas tened by r e v e r s e 4  ca tches .  The two windows 
on each of t h e  s i d e  bays a r e  s in l i l a r  t o  those  of t h e  f r o n t .  Each l e a f  of t h e  double- 
door ent rance  has f i v e  panels  above t h e  lock  r a i l  and two panels  below it. The r i m  
locks on t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e  doors have fold in^ keys. Above t h e  f r o n t  door i s  a 
transom with r e c t i l i n e a r  t r a c e r y  and g laz ing  t h a t  i s  now pain ted  white. Above 
t h e  door and window openings a r e  wooden l i n t e l s  with f l ank ing  pa te rae .  

The i n t e r i o r  provides ,a  f i n e - s e t t i n g - f o r  Low Church worship. The o r i g i n a l  C l a s s i c a l  
I;.evival box:pews, 1 6 t h  t h e i r  one-panel end p ieces ,  a r e  pa in ted  white  except f o r  t h e  
dark wooden t o p  r a i l s .  A smal l  pew on t h e  southeas tern  s i d e  of t h e  ent rance  wa l l  
( a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  coneregat ion ' s  s e a t i n g )  was once a c h o i r  pew bu t  now serves  a s  
a r e rch  f o r l a t e c o n e r s .  The church's organ i s  ho t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  chancel  
a36 behind t h e  one c h o i r  pew t h a t  remains on t h a t  s ide .  Facing t h i s  pew a r e  t h r e e  
cho i r  pe7ws on t h e  o t h e r  s i d s  of t h e  chancel. Wooden Doric pi lasters .suppor-t  a 
s e p e n t a l  arch which f r a n ~ e s  t h e  recessed chancel  t h a t ,  along with a robing room, 
was added c.1396. A t  about t h a t  time, new chancel  fu rn i sh ines  were acquired ( t o  
which f u r t h e r  add i t ions  were made i n  19411, a wooden c e i l i n g  was added, and t h e  o l d  
s l ave  g a l l e r y  was removed. The small door,on t h e  southeas tern  wall ,  which had 
been sei-vin: a s  e n t r a ~ c e  t o  t h e  g a l l e r y  then  becnrr.e a s i d e  ent rance  t o  t h e  church. 

As t h e  con:;royation and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  increas9d i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t,he twen t i e th  
century,  t.wo nc.w 'out. hnr~::onious b r i c k  add i t ions  were lnnde t o  t h e  church, In 1954-55, 
a new two-s tor j  Par ish  ;!ouse designed by Lynchburg a r c h i t e c t  Stanhope S. Johnson 
was cons t ruc ted  e a s t  of t h e  church and i s  now connected t o  it by a one-story frame 
s t r u c t u r e .  I n  1930-81, a one-s tor j  adjunct  Pa r i sh  House was designed and b u i l t  
by the  Lynch'ourg f i r m  of Fauber and Garbee, Inc. The adjunct  Pa r i sh  iiouse and t h e  
church f l ank  t h e  recessed Par ish  House and thereby form a p leas ing  open courtyard.  
A s e rpen t ine  b r i c k  wall ,  reminiscent of t h e  l a n d ' s  fonner owner Thomas Jef ferson,  
sepa ra te s  t h e , ~ r o u n d s  from t h e  road. B u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1940's, t h e  walY was extended 
i n  1980-81. %-hind t h e  church i s  a praveyard with a r i c h  v a r i e t y  of tombstones 
da t ing  from t h e  1S401s t o  t h e  present .  Funerary a r t  of d i f f e r e n t  e r a s  i s  represented 
by t a b u l a r  s tones ,  f i e l d s t o n e  markers, obel i sks ,  urns, squared b a l u s t e r s  support ing 
hor i zon ta l  t a b l e t s ,  c rosses ,  many d i f f e r e n t  carvings,  and a r ep resen ta t ive  d i sp lay  
of i r o n  fence  d e s i . 6 1 ~ .  A l l  se rve  as  monuments t o  pas t  members of t h e  S t .  Stephens 
Com.unit.y . 
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0.' Significance 
/. 

Period 
- prehlstorlc 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
2 18OC-1899 
X 1900- 

Areas of Slgnificance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehlstorlc - community plannlng - landscape archl tecturez rellglon 
- archeology-historic - conservatlon - law - sclence 
- agriculture -economics A Ilterature 

I - sculpture 
architecture -education - mllltary soclatl 

- art -engineering A rnuslc hurnanltarlan 
-commerce - exploratlonisettlement phllosophy -theater 
- communlcatlons - Industry A politlcs~governrnent - transpoflatlon 

-Invention - other (speclty) 

~- 

Specllic dates 134~-45 Builder/Archltect 

Statement of Signlflcance (in one paragraph) 

The iir.portance of S t .  Stephen's  Episcopal Ciiurch l i e s  i n  t h r e e  realms: a r c h i t e c t u r a l ,  
cu??ural ,  and r e l i g i o u s .  It was from S t .  S t e p h ~ n ' s ,  where he served as  min i s t e r  
and r?s ided  i n  t h e  Old Xe~to ry ,~ : -  t h a t  t h e  Reverend IIicholas Mamner Cobbs exer ted  a 
major Corce i n  t h e  reorganiza t ion  of Vi rg in ia ' s  o ld  Anglican Church i n t o  a t h r i v i n g  
p i s c o r a l  com~uni ty .  In 1':2!+r25, he e s t ab l i shed  S t .  Stephen's on t h e  s i t e  of 
todn;r's ch.~rdh which i s  loca ted  on t h e  westermost  p a r t  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  Toplar 
Porest  t r a c t  t h a t  once ' w l o n ~ ~ d  t o  'Thomas Jeff%rso-n. Here a s n a l l  b r i c k  church was 
1 zxd stood u:!:iL 1" was denolished c.1244 t o  mke way f o r  t h e  present  s t r u c t u r e .  
:'bile se rv inp  a s  r e c t o r  at S t .  Stephen's  frorn 1@4. u n t i l  1839, Xr. C o b s  a l s o  
e s t ab l i shed  Eoons3oro's T r i n i t y  Church and served a s  i t s  minis ter ,  was head of t h e  
I:ew London Acacieir.ji' and t h e  Church a t  t h e  Academy, founded S t .  John's i n  Eedford 
and S t .  Tho?as at  Secia.lia, was a c t i v e  i n  ijig Lick (now Roanoke), F incas t l e ,  and 
?,Jy:hevillo, and servpd as  f i r s t  Chaplain of t h s  1Jniversity of Virginia.  Ee,along 
with two o t h e r  of t h e  church 's  .first f o u r  minis",rs, was l a t e r  made an Gpiscogal 
Zishop. 7ro:n t h i s  busy r e l i g i o u s  cen te r ,  t h e r e  continues t o  radiat ,e  a c u l t u r a l  
adhesion tha t  bincis t o e e t h e r  t h e  c e n t e e l  way of l i f e  i n  t h e  l o v e l y  S t .  Stephen's 
Coad-?orest-C.oode area .  It i s  a t  S t .  Stephen's t h a t  many of t h e  l o c a l  landowners 
apet, bonds a r e  formed, l o c a l  events  a r e  shaped, and a s t y l e  of l i f e  i s  m i n t a i n e d  
i n  R handsome settin:. r e p l e t e  with t r a 4 i t i o n  and meaning f o r  i t s  c o m u n i c a ~ t s .  
Indeed, S t .  Stephen's  Church, as p a r t  of l i i r ~ i n i a ' s  architectur~al'storehouse of 
small  Classical-3evival  churches, has s i g n i f i c i a n c e  beyond t h e  immediate bounds 
of i ts  ceot.raphic and c u l t u r a l  environs. These churches, away from t h e  c e n t e r s  
of urban l i f e ,  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  on one of t h e  most harmonious themes i n  country 
a rch i t ec tu re .  
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Verbal  boundary descr ipt ion a n d  jus t i f i ca t ion  

1 see a t tached 1 
L is t  al l  s l a t e s  and  count ies  f o r  p roper t i es  overlapping s l a t e  o r  county  boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 
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narnnnltle dulral F.ad,"ord and Anne Car t e r  Lee 

Attorney a t  Law 
organization - 

date October 9, 1923 

street & number - P. .O. s o x  z23 telephone 703-566-3151 

city or town Zedf ord state V l r ~ i n i a  24523 

12. State Historic Preservation e;BCC:cer Ces?i.?ic~,~,;p -- - 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national -- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pub!ic Law C9- 
665). 1 hereby nomlnate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cerlify that i t  hhs been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natlonal Park Servlce. 
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10. Verbal  Boundary Desc r ip t ion .  

Beginning a t  an i r o n  on the  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Highway #663, corner  
t o  S t .  Stephens Episcopa l  Church and John C.  L e s t e r ,  Jr .  thence  
l e a v i n g  s a i d  road N 44-35 E 389.58 f e e t  t o  an  i r o n ,  thence S 49- 
39 E 113.24 f e e t  t o  an i r o n ,  thence S 43-42-30 E 342.90 f e e t  pas s ing  
an i r o n  i n  t h e  school  l o t ,  t o  an i r o n ,  thence S 42-50-35 W 331.57 
f e e t  t o  an i r o n  i n  s a i d  highway, thence a long  s a i d  highway N 51- 
15 W 189.7 f e e t  t o  an i r o n ,  N 53-02-30 W 165.17 f e e t  t o  an i r o n ,  
N 56-48-30 W 114.06 f e e t  t o  t h e  p l a c e  of beginning and con ta in ing  
3.821 a c r e s .  
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